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mense journey through the worlds, and a short sojourn on
the Earth makes a part of our vast itinerary. Whatever may
he the corner of the universe in which we find ourselves we
cannot escape the trial imposed upon us by God, a trial by
strife and suffering, a period of moral and physical pain to
which we must submit before we can be promoted in the
hierarchy of creatures. The time, the place, the good or evil
moral conditions ought therefore to be indifferent to us.
What is needful for us is a brief sojourn on a planet in which
this trial may be accomplished, and it may be accomplished
on the Earth, or in Mars, or in Mercury, and on any spot of
the Earth's surface one chooses to think of.

If, during the course of this trial, we meet with moral evil,
if we see vice triumphant and virtue persecuted, if we see
the innocent victims of the injustice, the cruelty, or the igno-
rance of man, we have no right to murmur against Providence,
we have no right to utter maledictions against pain, to de-
plore the scandal of successful and triumphant crime, and of
suffering and weeping virtue. We have no right to regret
our bodily infirmities, the diseases which lay hold upon us on
the Earth, and which afflict us all our lives, or to complain of
the weakness of our minds, the decay of our faculties. All
these conditions, which are inimical to earthly happiness, are
a portion of the series of trials which we have to undergo
here below. We ought to bless those evils, and be grateful
to those sufferings, for they afe the instruments of our eternal
redemption, and the more piercing and bitter they are the
sooner will come the hour of our deliverance, the happy mo-